
Case No: LA CV 20-02291-DOC-(KESx) Date: March 18, 2024

PRESENT:   THE HONORABLE DAVID O. CARTER, UNITED STATES DISTRICT JUDGE
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Shayla Myers, Intervenor 

PROCEEDINGS: MOTION TO ENFORCE THE SETTLEMENT 
AGREEMENT AND FOR SANCTIONS [668] 

Also present, Paul Webster, Special Master Michele Martinez, District Judge André Birotte, 
and Los Angeles City Mayor Karen Bass. The case is called. The Court 

The Court ORDERS the parties to file forms regarding the scope of the audit and proposed 
auditors no later than 9:00 AM on March 21, 2024. The hearing is CONTINUED to March 22, 
2024 at 1:00 PM.
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Initials of Deputy Clerk: 

Title:   LA ALLIANCE FOR HUMAN RIGHTS, et al. v. CITY OF LOS ANGELES, et al.

CC: CourtRecording_CACD@cacd.uscourts.gov
Transcripts_CACD@cacd.uscourts.gov 
Reporter_CACD@cacd.uscourts.gov 

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
CENTRAL DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA

**AMENDED**
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LAHSA Budget 2022-2023: 
$845.4 Million

• $726.2 million going to 
service providers

LAHSA Budget

Source: https://www.lahsa.org/budget
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- California State Auditor,
Elaine Howle 

“There is no single state entity that 
comprehensively tracks the sources 
of funding, the intended uses, or 
related expenditures for these 
programs,” nor does the state “track 
how much funding is available or 
spent toward addressing 
homelessness statewide.”
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COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES
DEPARTMENT OF AUDITOR-CONTROLLER
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“THE HIGH COST OF HOMELESS HOUSING: REVIEW OF PROPOSITION 
HHH” (2019)

CITY OF LOS ANGELES, CONTROLLER RON GALPERIN
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“MEETING THE MOMENT:
AN ACTION PLAN TO ADVANCE PROPOSITION HHH” (2020)

CITY OF LOS ANGELES, CONTROLLER RON GALPERIN
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The Wayback Machine - https://web.archive.org/web/20240308023420/https://laist.com/news/housing…

Live Now: Tune in for special coverage from NPR and LAist 89.3 of President Biden's State of the Union address

HOUSING AND HOMELESSNESS

Federal Judge Says LA Misled
About Homeless Encampment
Promises

By Nick Gerda

Published Mar 7, 2024 6:19 PM

https://web.archive.org/web/20240308023420/https://laist.com/news/housing-homelessness
https://web.archive.org/web/20240308023420/https://laist.com/people/nick-gerda
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Support your source for

local news!

In these challenging times, the need

for reliable local reporting has never

been greater. Put a value on the

impact of our year-round coverage.

Help us continue to highlight LA

stories, hold the powerful

accountable, and amplify community

voices. Your support keeps our

reporting free for all to use. Stand

with us today.

 Monthly Donation

 One-Time Donation

$5/mo $10/mo

$15/mo $20/mo

CONTINUE

A homeless tent encampment in Skid Row on Sept. 16, 2019 in Los Angeles.

(Mario Tama / Getty Images)

$ other amount /month

KEEP UP WITH LAIST.

SUBSCRIBE

If you're enjoying this article, you'll love our daily morning

newsletter, How To LA. Every weekday, you'll get fresh, community-

driven stories that catch you up with our independent local news.

Email
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IN THIS ARTICLE

A visibly frustrated federal judge announced Thursday that he

would rule that the city of L.A. misled attorneys about promises

to follow through on a settlement agreement that requires

specific deadlines to clear encampments and add shelter beds in

each city council district.

“I would find that you were misled in this matter,” U.S. District

Judge David O. Carter told plaintiffs’ attorneys at a hearing in

downtown L.A.

“I will not have this agreement broken … period,” Carter said of

the settlement deal in the case.

It comes following a high-profile lawsuit brought by the

downtown business group L.A. Alliance for Human Rights, which

resulted in the city agreeing in April 2022 to settle the case.
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Under that settlement, the city agreed to build thousands of

shelter beds and present specific district-by-district deadlines

for outreach and removal of encampments.

Homelessness Crisis
VIEW ALL

LA Council President Criticizes Anti-Camping Analysis, As Agency

Stands By Its Findings

Mar 3, 2024

Hidden City Report Finds LA Council’s Signature Anti-

Encampment Law Is Failing

Mar 1, 2024

A Wave Of Departures Shakes Up LA’s Homeless Agency

Feb 28, 2024

But Carter said he would rule that the city misled the plaintiffs

from March to October of last year about promises to do outreach

at encampments and set timelines to clear them.

A plan to help bring people into shelter ‘fell

apart’

Both sides of the case agreed on Thursday that the city told the

plaintiffs on March 15 that it would hire outreach contractors for

each council district by July 1 and have specific deadlines for

encampment removals by Oct. 1.

But that didn’t happen, according to the jointly agreed set of

facts. An attorney for the city, Scott Marcus, said the process to

https://web.archive.org/web/20240308023420/https://laist.com/news/housing-homelessness
https://web.archive.org/web/20240308023420/https://laist.com/news/housing-homelessness/la-city-council-homelessness-41-18-report
https://web.archive.org/web/20240308023420/https://laist.com/news/housing-homelessness/la-city-council-homelessness-41-18-report
https://web.archive.org/web/20240308023420/https://laist.com/news/housing-homelessness/los-angeles-homeless-enforcement-report-on-4118
https://web.archive.org/web/20240308023420/https://laist.com/news/housing-homelessness/los-angeles-homeless-enforcement-report-on-4118
https://web.archive.org/web/20240308023420/https://laist.com/news/housing-homelessness/los-angeles-homeless-officials-executives-exit-leave-lahsa
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hire outreach providers “fell apart” but wasn’t communicated to

the plaintiffs.

“I don’t know what to do about that yet, but I’m going to put

people under oath,” Carter said.

Carter said he hadn’t decided what sanctions, if any, to issue

against the city — but that he’d be holding further hearings

Friday morning and next Thursday.

The alleged issues Carter pointed to stem from commitments

both sides agreed were made by the mayor’s then-homelessness

chief, Mercedes Marquez, to the plaintiffs at a March 15 meeting

last year. She no longer works for the mayor.

Marquez told LAist over text message that she does “not want to

be anybody’s scapegoat.”

She wrote that it was not the mayor’s office but a different city

office — that of City Administrative Officer Matt Szabo — who

NEWS  LISTEN  DONATE

https://web.archive.org/web/20240308023420/https://laist.com/
https://web.archive.org/web/20240308023420/https://laist.com/
https://web.archive.org/web/20240308023420/https://support.laist.com/laistdefault?ms=nav
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managed the outreach contractor hiring that didn’t come to

fruition.

Response from the mayor

Mayor Karen Bass was in France during the hearing with a

delegation of city officials examining Olympics preparations, and

a spokesperson for her didn’t immediately respond to a request

for comment.

Carter said he spoke on the phone with Bass during the lunch

break in the hearing.

He said Bass was “amenable” to his request for full transparency

for the court and the public about how homelessness dollars are

being spent, including details from invoices submitted by

services providers. He credited her efforts to address

homelessness.

“Absolute transparency — all invoices from that point forward,”

Carter said, earlier in the hearing, about what he wanted.

Speaking broadly about local government spending on

homelessness programs in the L.A. area, Carter said there are

hundreds of millions of dollars that are “flowing through with no

accounting.”

What happens next

The hearing is set to resume at 9 a.m. Friday, with Carter calling a

representative of the L.A. City Controller’s Office to ask about its

auditing powers.
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City officials testified Thursday that the controller is a lead

auditing power at the city, but that they cannot audit programs

under the mayor’s office — such as her Inside Safe motel

program — due to the city charter.

WHAT IS INSIDE SAFE?

Inside Safe is L.A. Mayor Karen Bass’ signature program to address

homelessness and aims to give people living outdoors immediate quality

housing in motels or hotels.

The L.A. mayor’s office defines it this way: “Los Angeles’ citywide

proactive housing-led strategy to bring people inside from tents

and encampments for good, and to prevent encampments from

returning.”

Read Bass’ executive directive issued in December 2022 here.

Carter also asked that Bass attend a court hearing next week,

after she’s back from France.

An attorney for unhoused advocates told Carter on Thursday that

she’s concerned the focus has shifted from expanding shelter

beds to removing encampments, rather than expanding bed

capacity so people have a place to come inside.

Shayla Myers, who represents the advocacy group L.A.

Community Action Network, said the plaintiffs were focusing

more on “cleaning up visible signs of homelessness” than

bringing people inside.

“When you provide shelter, people will come inside,” she said,

pointing to Bass’ Inside Safe program.

https://web.archive.org/web/20240308023420/https://mayor.lacity.gov/news/mayor-bass-signs-executive-directive-launching-inside-safe-changing-citys-encampment-approach
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Most Read

The plaintiff’s attorneys, however, say their goal is to help bring

people indoors.

“We brought this case for accountability. We brought this case to

bring people inside, off of the streets,” Elizabeth Mitchell, a lead

attorney for the plaintiffs, told LAist after the hearing.

“I think today is one more step in that right direction.”

What questions do you have about homelessness in

Southern California?

ASK A QUESTION

HOUSING AND HOMELESSNESS

LA Tried To Stop Landlords From Harassing Tenants. Now

It’s Planning To Ramp Up Enforcement

https://web.archive.org/web/20240308023420/https://laist.com/news/housing-homelessness
https://web.archive.org/web/20240308023420/https://laist.com/news/housing-homelessness/los-angeles-city-tenant-anti-harassment-ordinance-funding-enforcement-ula-housing-landlord
https://web.archive.org/web/20240308023420/https://laist.com/news/housing-homelessness/los-angeles-city-tenant-anti-harassment-ordinance-funding-enforcement-ula-housing-landlord
https://web.archive.org/web/20240308023420/https://laist.com/news/housing-homelessness/los-angeles-city-tenant-anti-harassment-ordinance-funding-enforcement-ula-housing-landlord
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